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Tue State VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


The Right Hon. Herbert Gardner is President of 
the Board of Agriculture, and a very. fair way of 
arriving at the duties of his department is to observe 
the questions put to him in Parliament. 

Practically every question is connected with the 
diseases of animals, and the inference is forced upon 
us that the Board of Agriculture is chiefly a Veter- 
inary Department doing very little more than was 
done when the Privy Council looked after the live 
stock. Clearly the most essential element in such a 
body is a veterinary staff of sufficient strength— 
scientifically and physically—to carry on the work 
with the greatest economy to the country. No 
government department is expected to be conducted 
on the cheap and nasty principle. The dignity of 
the thing requires a proper staff with official names 
and good salaries. No one can object to a president, 
a few special commissioners, some secretaries and a 

number of clerks. The Board of Agriculture is very 
well provided in this direction, and it may be admit- 
ted that up to now the professional element has been 
sufficient in numbers, although poorly remunerated. 
Legislation against the contagious diseases of animals 
has been most successful. Cattle plague was stamped 
out, foot-and-mouth disease has been suppressed, 
and pleuro-pneumonia is now almost unknown in 
the kingdom ; but the work is not finished and is not 
likely to be for many years to come. Tuberculosis, 
glanders, swine fever, anthrax, rabies, scab, mange, 

w other preventible diseases offer a vast field for 

urther legislative efforts. The Board of Agriculture 

™ widen its operations and need experts to guide 
: bora in directions other than the diseases of 
it cannot afford to reduce its veterinary 

a eek or two Professor Brown retires from his 

his successor is not yet named. Various 

atic Av afloat, but strange to say the course 
" y the whole profession is not mentioned. 
may be that Professor Brown’s office 
work ed by a man who has no experience of the 
of the tee outsider being placed placed over the heads 
evoted th Veterinarians who, with Prof. Brown, have 

Would. he ‘ir whole lives to the department. This 

Petra ross an outrage for the Board to per- 

or for any member of 
ee untenance, 4 y member of the profession to 
\nother rumour has it that Professor 
Don-professio, will not be filled up, but that some 
estb-depa be appointed sécretary to 
8 would be a worse arrange- 
Reduction of th er tor the country, as it would be a 
When efliciene © expert staff by one third, at a time 
Tease of th, 7 would best be promoted by an in- 
e Professional numbers. Twenty years 


ago there was far less activity than now in carrying 
out the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, but 
it was found necessary to have three veterinarians 
at the Veterinary Department. With Pleuro- 
pneumonia and swine-fever now requiring the 
most careful procedure to effect their extermination, 
with Tuberculosis and Glanders waiting for some effec- 
tive legislative notice, the time is most inopportune for 
any reduction in the veterinary staff of the Board. 
In the face of all this we regret to say that there is 
reason to fear that the retirement of Professor Brown 
may be made the opportunity for appointing another 
dead-head to the Board of Agriculture. If Mr. 
Herbert Gardner follows the example of his prede- 
cessor we shall have a further exhibition of that 
official jobbery which Englishmen seem to fancy is 
only found in foreign countries. Mr. Chaplin manu- 
factured quite a number of nice places with good 
salaries for his friends and servants at the Board of 
Agriculture. Mr. Gardner we hope will not utilize 
Professor Brown’s retirement for merely shuffling the 
places, depleting the veterinary staff, and filling the 
vacancy with a man whose only claim is that he 
possesses sufficient political interest to obtain a paid 
office. 

There is only one honest and fair way to fill 
Professor Brown’s place, and that is to move up the 
two inspectors who have shared with him the 
responsibility and the labours of a lifetime. Messrs, 
Cope and Duguid have worked well for the veterinary 
department, their remuneration has been about half 
what they could have earned in private practice, and 
the profession will look with one feeling upon any 
act which deprives them of the increased pay and 
position they have a right to expect on the retire- 
ment of their chief. 


Scartet Fever 1x Horses. 


We all know what scarlet fever means as applied 
to the human subject. It is supposed to be a specific 
disease, and not long since very many attempts were 
made to transmit is to animals. The attempts were 
not successful, and we thought that the experiments 
rather went to corroborate the idea that it was a 
disease confined to the human species. Ata recent 
meeting of a Scotch V.M.A. a case of scarlet fever in 
the horse is referred to, but no symptoms of the 
disease are mentioned, and no reason given for the 
use of the term. If thepathology of two diseases are 
similar the titles may well be alike, and even if the 
symptomsare similar there is an excuse for using the 
same name; but it is altogether mischievous to use 
words which are not instructive but distinctly mis- 
leading. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES 


HORSE BREEDING IN FRANCE. 
By Vet.-Major Ines Marruews, (Royal Horse Guards) 
From a Report to the Intelligence Department. 


Coutinued from page 311. 
ORGANIZATION OF Haras. 


The administration of haras is composed of a 
director-general, 6 inspectors, and 22 directors of 
depots, with an equal number of sous-directors, 
veterinary surgeons, superintendents and palefreniers 
in the proportion required. The haras depédts num- 
ber 22, sub-divided in the covering season, February 
to July, into 499 stations, distributed according to 
the equine population. 

The establishment of brood mares (jumenterie) at 
Pompadour, in Limousin, is the only one belonging 
to the State. 

The haras are under control of the Minister of 
Agriculture and Commerce. 

Their utility has often been the subject of contro- 
versy though at present few think private enterprise 
would unaided be equal to the required production, 
as the holdings of agriculturists are too small to meet 
the demand unaided by the State. 

The supporters of the haras, the breeders of coach 
horses, the dealers and competitors for premiums, 
assert that the attending improvement is considerable, 
whilst some assert that the frequent changes of 
system have lessened it. There is no disputing the 
fact, however, that haras depéts of Pin and St. Lo 
supply the Anglo-Norman trotter of to-day, such 
an important mainstay for many purposes, both 
military and commercial, though it is late in arriving 
at maturity, which is reached at six years. 

What is termed the “ English invasion” of horses 
took place in the sixties, but did not survive the 
opposition it encountered from breeders, who argued 
that the Crimean war had shown that the French 
troop horses were more hardy than the English, all 
of which they assert died.” 

To-day the amelioration of their breed is effected 
by the Arab, Anglo-Arab, and the Anglo-Norman 

trotter ; the latter has excellent travelling action, and 
thanks to the “ trotting’’ blood, flexes both knees 
e following gives the constitution 
haras in 1887. 

On 1st January, the effective of stallions was 2514, 

composed as follows :— 


Thoroughbred English horses 198 
a Arabs 125 
Anglo-Arabs 124 
—- 447 
Half-bred (mostly Anglo-Norman) 1765 
Total 2514 


* The recorded death rate was actually 86 per cent. 


one 


Of the half-bred stallions, 1424 were of a light type 
of which 407 were considered as three-quarters bred; 
235 classed as coach horses, and 106 Norfolk trotters, 
bred in England or France. 

During the year 1887, the losses by casting ani 
death amounted to 262, orabout 10 per cent. Only 
25 deaths occurred, which affords evidence of the care 
bestowed on the horses. 

Six of the highest caste Arabs were purchased in 
Syria, as well as some Arab mares of pure blood. 
The stallions averaged 212/. 19s.; the mares 276i, 
(this includes travelling expenses of purchasers). 

The Jumenterie (brood mare establishment) at 
Pompadour, in Limousin, is composed of 60 mares 
for the production of pure bred Arabs, and Anglo- 
Arabs for sires. : 

The covering season of 1887, showed an increase 
in number of mares served. The numberof stallions 
employed was 2460 in 652 stations. 

In 1886 there were 2474 stallions in 637 stations. 

The fees paid for use of stallions amounted 


815,544 frances (32,6210. 15s.). C 
r0) 
Auxmiary STALLIONS. roar 
1240 “ approved” stallions belonging to private 
individuals, but licensed after examination by as fc 
Government, covered 58,963 mares. | Ag 
A third class, “authorized,” usefully, but no 3-yeg 
absolutely sound, supplied 176, covering 3812 mates. : 
The number of foals produced was 108,671. § 
Concours on CompETITION FoR PREMIUMS. 4 
Were six in number, designated Concours reg: 
aux hippiques,”’ held at Rennes, Poitiers, Melw, 
Nevers, Grenoble, and Tulle, 798 were entered ; 697 18} 
exhibited, and 333 premiumed. Nati 
The concours for brood mares, foals, and fillies wise 
gave the following results :— Anche 
Description: Entries. Premiumel. pee 
Brood mares 8898 jo Aut 
Three-year olds 4099 1218 be freg 
Two-year olds 3107 991 The 
Yearlings 584 3,000, 
every ] 
16,688 Att 
th 6th F 
The greatest importance is attached four-ye 
produced on horse breeding by the awa "es the of the } 
premiums, both in keeping the the duced 


while growing. 
The endowment of these premiums 
the year 1887 :— 


Premiums given by the State’ --- 
departments 


Total 110 
ing—boid 


amounted for 


” 


(Or £47,199 14s.) 
The Government also endows rae 
races and trotting races. 
OrHER PARTICULARS. 


The causes of death aud casting of haras 
in 1887, were :— 


stallion 
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Deaths. Casting. officers of the haras. M. Ollivier, Director, ve 
Lang 73 | kindly allowed me the fullest opportunity of 
3 its constitution, and I am indebted to M. d’Agnel de 
Heart rupture 1 | Result of typhoid disease 5 Bourbon, Sous Directeur, for most courteously and 
Apoplexy 1 | Worn out, exhaustion, vice 59 | fully instructing me in the system of the management 
Nervous affections 11} Blemishes 19 | of its school, and the general working arrangements 
Arthritis 1 | Constitutional ophthalmia 2 | of the haras. 

Melanosis 1 | Lmmobility - ; 2| At the large haras depét of St. Lo, in La Manche, 
wet ; Rheumatism and paralysis 3/M. Vambéry, Director, gave me similar facilities, and 
eres 8| under the personal guidance of M. Bruneton, I 
Sterility became acquainted with the stallions used in that 
\-Bad crib biters 10 district, and acquired much information of the horse 

Dangerous 5 | resources of the neighbourhood. 
Chronic laminitis 7| There isa difficulty in the cultivation of breed for 
Hernia 1 | required purposes, especially of the lighter class, in 
Softening of spinal cord 1 | France, as there is in all countries, that is the mating 
Melanotic tumours 1| of mares to suitable stallions. The State controls 
=" —— | one, the owner the other, and though it is an especial 
Total 2% Total = duty of the haras and remount officers to ahead dal 


Colours.—Of the stallions 948 were bay ; 238 bay- 
brown; 705 chestnut; 176 blacks; 880 greys; 60 
roans ; and the rest odd colours—piebald, white, etc. 

io age of stallions on 81st December, 1887, was 
as follows :— 


Age. Number. ; Age. Number. 
3-year olds 17 | 10-year olds 173 
200; 11 ,, 228 
241/12 180 
244/13, 161 
188 | 14 ,, 139 
,” 157 | I5 years and over 433 
164 
Total 2525 
181,119 mares were covered altogether by— 

National stallions 118,344 
Approved 58,963 
Authorized 3812 


Approved stallions are those passed sound. 
uthorized stallions are usefully so, but all must 
Te from roaring and ophthalmia. 

population of France is estimated at 
10) approximately 90 horses for 
veuk = concours de dressage held at Caen, 15th and 
mt-year ola last, there was an excellent show of 
of the hi : 8, broken to harness, and representative 
Class of general purpose horse pro- 
ation, fe e district. They all had good travelling 
irst-cf py knees, and hocks well. At least two 
at prices ark” teams might have been obtained 
brown from 901. to 1251. each. Mostly 
The horse standing from 15-3 to 
idea of the clan’ in February, at Caen, gave a fair 
Market, and we of horse which comes into the public 
attended by § risk business was done. It was largely 
seemed buyers, especially Italians, who 
have, | ners ‘ola ne in their requirements, and they 
beneficial for 1. a theory that the Italian climate is. 
information to the © if true this should be welcome 
Pate, thus maak of valuable horses, in all. 
Was tion of the Minister of Agriculture 
Where, in the ‘ech, ye the ancient haras of Pin, 
Sol, pupils are trained to become 


direct the breeder, I suspect that when dollars are in 
question argument is often vain. Yet the numerous 
and remunerative premiums for young stock, guide 
and lead where more arbitrary measures would fail, 
as they would drive the breeder to the, at leastas profit- 
able, pursuit of raising cattle or mules, and as much 
of the agricultural work is done with the former it 
vastly increases their utility. 

In the management of national stallions great im- 
portance is attached to regular exercise, which is found 
to increase their fecundity and prolong their useful- 
ness, as opposed to the old system of idleness. 


TORSION OF THE UTERUS IN THE MARE. 
By J. G. Ruruerrorp, V.S., M.P.P., Manitoba. 


As very few cases of torsion of the uterus in the 
mare have ever been reported, I take the liberty of 
sending you a brief account of two instances of that 
lesion which have come under my observations. 

Making due allowance for the differences in the 
history of the two cases, there were certain symptoms 
common to both, such as the backward pressure 
against the walls, not of course, in itself diagnostic 
of utérine trouble, and the peculiar agonized groaning 
which taken together, will always in the mare at 
least, suggest to my mind the possibility of twist in 
the neck of the womb. The first case demonstrates 
that the lesion may occur a long time before the 
period of gestation expires, which is a point well 
worthy of note, particularly by country practitioners 
who are liable to run against a case at any time. 

Case I.—On January 30th, 1888, I was called to a 
point about 35 miles distant to see a mare which had 
been sick for four days. I found the patient to be a 
black cart mare about eleven years old, due to foal 
in the end of March. Four days before my visit she 
had taken colic after drinking in the morning, but 
had apparently recovered, and worked all day without 
showing distress. In the evening, however, she be- 
came uneasy and had continued to grow worse until 
my arrival. I found her lying stretched out on the 
floor of the stable, groaning in the most heart-rend- 


ing manner; the pulse was 80, small and thready, 
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the temperature 108, conjunctive injected, mouth 
clammy, abdomen distended but not resonant, and 
when on her feet the distention was more apparent 
towards the floor of the cavity. . When in the stand- 
ing posture also there were frequent small passages 
of urine, and occasional backward pressure against 
the walls of the stable, but nothing approaching 
labour pains. The whole body was wet with clammy 
sweat, and the groaning of the animal when in a re- 
cumbent position was not only most persistent and 
painful, but peculiar in the extreme, being almost 
human in the intensity of the agony expressed. As 
no feces had been passed for twenty-eight hours I 
made an examination per rectum, but beyond the 
fact that that bowel was empty, and that considerable 
tumefaction of some of the viscera prevented the 
usual easy recognition of the various organs capable 
of being examined in this manner, I discovered no- 
thing, although previous experience with metritis in 
cows, led me to the beliet that the trouble was in the 
womb. Upon attempting an examination of that 
organ I was surprised to find that I could scarcely 
reach the os uteri, which was far forward, low down 
and off to the left side. Withdrawing my hand I 
told the owner that I was going to explore the womb 
if I could, and having obtained his consent, I en- 
deavoured to penetrate the os, but after advancing 
a few inches, my hand was stopped by a sharp turn ; 
there was a complete torsion of the uterus from left 
to right. In view of the hopeless nature of the case, 
as evidenced by the serious constitutional sysmptoms 
presented, and the enormous distention and tume- 
faction of the organs, I did not consider it advisable 
to attempt reduction of the lesion. 

The autopsy revealed the uterus enlarged and con- 
gested to an almost incredible degree, and filled with 
dark coloured fluid, mostly blood, in which the foetus 
was floating. The torsion was very evident, resemb- 
ling a tight twist in the mouth of a sack; the con- 
stipation was mechanical, the pressure of the thicken- 
ed and distended womb against the lumbar region 
preventing the passage of feces through the bowel. 

I had never previously seen a case in the mare, al- 
though I had run across several without the aggra- 
vated symptoms in the cow. It must have been 
caused by the mare rolling over, which she had done 
several times during the attack of colic some days 
previous, this being the only feasible way of explain- 
ing its occurrence in the equine species, whereas in 
cows, it is easily accounted for by the frequent 
enormous distention of the rumen which, as it fills, 
pag elevates the gravid uterus and finally turns it 

Case I]. On the afternoon of May 2 th 
was called to a farm some miles 
mare, said to have been sick since early morning. 
The patient, a black cart mare seven years old 
a regular breeder, and due to foal in about eight 
days, was, when I first saw her, quietly cropping the 
short young grass in the barn-yard. Her pulse was 
48 and full, her temperature (vaginal) 102 F., and 
she showed no signs of pain nor of near approaching 
ai gg In a few minutes, however, she walked 
purriedly ‘into the stable, threw herself down and 

gan groaning in a most peculiar and distressing 


manner, reminding me at once of the groans emitted 
by case No. 1, over five years before. She tried to roll 
first from one side and then from the other, but 
without going completely over; got up, pressed 
heavily backwards against the log wall of the stable, 
dropped again, tried to roll once or twice, finally rose, 
shook herself and began to eat hay as if nothing ailed 
her. While going through the above performance, 


which was not at all violent, her pulse rose to 60, but 
dropped to 48 as soon as she resumed eating, and 
there was no perceptible thermal change. In about 
twenty minutes she had a similar bad turn, and the C 
owner, a very intelligent and observant man, told me 
that she had been acting in exactly the same way all 
day. I found on enquiry that she was in the habit | 
of rolling when at liberty, and from the peculiarity of ? 
her groans and the other symptoms presented, | sus- th 
pected torsion of the uterus. Vaginal exploration th 
proved my surmise to be correct, the os was away ; 1 
forward, low down, and off to the right side, while “a 
an attempt to penetrate it, demonstrated the existence al 
of a complete twist from right to left. The vaginal In 
arteries, usually very unobstrusive, were enormous! the 
distended and throbbing as if they would burst, fon 
particularly close to the constriction caused by the pe 
twist; this in my mind, accounted for the frequent ie 
rolling, which temporarily relieved the congestion by de 
relaxing the tension on the parts involved, an effect aa 
which, as was proved by repeated examinations, bein 
actually followed the action. The mare being m1 nes 
immediate danger and the foal alive, I did not # on 
once attempt reduction, hoping that the animal bes om 
self would by rolling succeed in relaxing the a wal 
sufficiently either to allow the fctus to i 
passage or at least to admit of its being reachel ) quali 
the hand. Being unable to remain with the oe the p 
owing to press of work, I requested the owner to : of the 
her very slowly and allowéng her every could 
my infirmary where she was successfully ins be Over 
without the slightest change being effected in 
condition either for better or worse. She peer les 
fully watched all night lest matters should oe “ Coly 
crisis, but the morning showed no alteration ae are tal 
state of affairs, so I decided to attempt the rem abroad 
of the foal. ais a I hal hard g 
It was a fine sunny Sunday morning, ial 
her taken out into the yard which is, | may . pare Tits 
strictly private. A good big soft bed was 4, ral 
Arnold’s hobbles applied, and she was | oe i 
laid on her left site. Lying down 
prize-ring costume, I introduced my possible Poop, 


and pushed the hand, cone-shaped, as far a5 ny 
into the constricted os. A good stout fellow oT 
shoulders close to her, while three f book on 
hobble rope brought her smartly ig yy magi 
her right side. The twist opened as ! y rs. 10 
I was nearly drowned by the escape head 
knees of the foal were presented, and as plenty of 
in the mare’s right flank, 


but there W iy foal 
room, and in a few minutes a strong livery vy an 


ed, 

lying behind her. The hobbles were oy in tb 

after three days rest mare and oal bs and as 

company of their highly satisfied ree.” 
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Alma Mater—Oh! you might not be killed; some 
escape. Besides, there are not more than 10 quacks—at 
the utmost 20, to every qualified man. A mere detail. 

Neophyte (hesitating)— Well, I -will risk it, if you will 

rotect me. 

Alma Mater (remonstrating)—I protect you! No, my 
dear boy, I really must draw the line somewhere. | 
cannot be bothered with such paltry matters in this my 


nearly £50. : 
Neophyte—Why not? You are nimble enough in | w 
prosseuting the quacks in England. 


Alma 
affair. The English quacks interfere with my voters ; 


confound them, they even oppose my councillors. 
Neophyte—But, madam, shall I not belong to the pro- 
fession if I join the Colonists ? 
Alma Mater—No doubt, in a way; but you will not 


Neophyte—Oh ! Isee. Now, supposing I go over there 
ef to Colonial V.S.) and come to grief. What 
then 

Alma Mater (sententiously)—If you go there, it mat- 
ters nothing to me whether you starve or are eaten up ; 
but if you come to grief, as you politely call it, I shall be 
down on you. Please recollect this: If those quacks 
smash you, that’s your affair ; but if you trouble me, I 
will strike you off the rolls. You perceive I stick to my 

motto Vis Unita Fortior, and I love my neighbour as 
myself, 

Neophyte (sarcastically)—Just so ; well, madam, I shall 

not join the Colonists. 
Alma Mater (wrathfully)—Then go to Halifax. 
Neophyte (furiously)—Not I. I will stop at home and 
plague you. I will tout, advertise, and undersell you. I 
will send cards to all your clients. I... 1... 
Alma Mater (interrupting)—I don’t care, we shall all 
come to that. f 
Neophyte (more furiously)—I will make myself a per- 
fect nuisance to you. I will have another special meet- | t 


fetch the old girl. 
(Shrieks) Help! murder ! 
(Faints). 
(Neophyte joins the agitators—Cancan diabolique). 
ments. Then the gorged quacks retire triumphantly, 
Colonial veterinary surgeons.—Cwrtain. 


ting a Jubilee! 


the meeting at Derby, on Tuesday, November 14th, 
Jubilee year. Look at the expense too, it would cost | 1893. See page 313). 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


Discussion. 
(“ Foot Notes,” by T. A. Huband, F.R.C.V.S., read at 


Capt. RusseLt opened the discussion on the paper, 
hich he said to his mind hardly offered a large scope 


for discussion because it was a paper of facts. Although ; 
ater (virtuously)—Oh ! that is quite another | facts were stubborn things, they were not often prepared ‘ 
to find much fault with them. He took it that it was P 
impossible to dispute the anatomical facts which the ‘ 
essay had described. They were all agreed that the con- 
sideration of the formation of a foal’s feet was highly 
important, and if it were possible for a horse to travel a 
vote. upon their roads without the formation of its feet being at 
interfered with, it would be better for the animal itself. he 
He had not one word to say in dispute of the points th 
brought forward in the paper, and he thought Mr. be 
Huband was to be congratulated upon the trouble he had pa 
taken to prepare so excellent a paper. 

Mr. W. Caress said he must add his small tribute of M 
praise to the manner in which the paper had been dealt for 
with, but it appeared to him to provoke very little con- ot] 
troversy. One or two things however had struck him, obt 
and the first was the condition of the foot at birth. Of pe 
course it was just as Mr. Huband had described, and the pay 
photographs very accurately described the condition of pe 
things. He was very pleased to hear him say how im 
necessary it was that the feet of young animals before dea 
they were required for the use of man should be attend- ther 
ed to by smiths. He quite thought that a monthly thei 
examination of the feet from the time the foal was ised 
weaned until the time it was shod was absolutely the 
necessary. As regarded the question of heredity, it been 
should be borne in mind that their endeavour should be tical 

L o instruct and advise their clients not to breed from avy of | 
ing about the Farriers’ Company. (Aside), that will | animal that had any tendency to malformation. Wi tear | 
; regard to shoeing, they knew that some smiths had very 
Alma Mater (trembling)—Oh heavens! He is going | peculiar notions. He thowghtythat one remedy for the he th 
to have another meeting; it will cost 15s. a head. | too free use of the rasp and knife was to put the smith their 
T am ruined. Iam undone. | on piecework and they would then have to stand by re thong 
watch the superfluous horn taken off. He amy ing, 
. thought the shoe should be titted hot, but of course 20 want | 
As the curtain descends the councillors retire, cross- | too hot. The taking off of the shoe was also a matter instan 
voting calmly, the agitators passing resolutions and wmend- | importance, and it was generally left to the Jad in the brigad 
forge to attend to. If the shoe had been on for about very 
Alma Mater remains contemplating the bones of the | month it did not require much trouble in taking “* round 
; great care was required in removing a shoe that had only They 
Voice from the gallery—A truly neble way of celebra- recently been put on. It was important that the 2 Dever « 
should be drawn out one ata time, because hae They 
Scrurator. | apt to do great mischief to the foot by drawing had that y 
nails together. The Registered Shoeing Sm) Stetted 
that no 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES, 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.M.A.° 


The 183rd ordinary meeting of the above was held in i i aper had 
the theatre of the College on Wednesday, Novy. 28th, at said number of 
a p.m. There were present Mr. Seldon in the chair, | they could not get horses to work without some pr? od 
Mr j mespagner cons M.RC.V.S., and 84 members. | tion to their feet, but he had a client who seldom 
one Bale te oo on “ The Retention of Foetal | any of his horses, either for land or ro 
we — n the Cow.” The essayist dealt with the | two horses now which he drove in a carriay 
anatomical surroundings of the fotus in utero, the | an old horse which he drove to market whi 


symptoms of the disease, and the treatment. 


At the close of the paper a discussion ensued, in which | had ever been shod and they were 


aie 4 of the members took part. 

F earty vote of thanks to the chairm i 

brought the proceedings to a close. pens Soon 
K. Over, Assist. Sec, | 


| been alluded to, aud he sincerely hoped “hed over 
would be allowed to put such a sign as descl! 
his door who was not a properly qualified sm! 
had not passed a practical examination. Ry Huband 


th and who 


Mr. Goocn, after paying a compliment delivered 


ad work. ps had 
had neve! 


i f the horses 
had shoes to their feet. None o perfectly son 
in fact from a veterinary surgeon’s standpoint, jef a3 4 
far too sound because there was never ary company we 
result of shoeing. As far as the Farriers to the 


concerned, he was one of those who were opposed 
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manner in which the examinations were carried out, 
more attention being paid to the theoretical than to the 
practical side of the question. At the late Lincolnshire 
show he happened to be one of the judges in that de- 
partment, and he was surprised at the manner in which 
many of them answered their questions, showing that 
they must have studied to a very large extent the ana- 
tomical and physiological condition of a horse’s foot. If 
the Farriers’ Company would only pay a little more 
attention to practical shoeing they would in the future 
have a much better class of smiths than they had had in 
the past. Mr, Huband had touched upon the subject of 
high nailing, and he (the speaker) was of opinion that 
the cluser they could get to the centre of the foot with- 
out injury to the animal the better, and particularly as 
regarded hunters. The great drawback he found in not 
putting a nail high enough up was in the-shoe being 
thrown before it had had a good run. The shoe would 
always hold tighter if the nail was high up. As regarded 
stopping, he thought that the less they put into a 
horse’s foot the better for the condition of the foot. He 
thought in the case of horses on road work it would be 
better to wash out ‘of the feet and remove all filthy 
matter as soon as they got into the stable at night. 
Mr. Matcoum said in the first place he had to thank 
Mr. Huband as a member of their Society for comiog 
forward as the reader of a paper, and he hoped that 
others would follow the example he had set them, and so 
obviate the necessity of having to go outside their Asso- 
ciation for such contributions to their discussions. The 
paper which Mr, Huband had read was a most important 
one, indeed he knew of no subject that was of more 
importance to the veterinary surgeon than that which 
dealt with the horse’s foot. He was sure that those of 
them who were in town practice wonld find that half 
their cases had to do with the feet. With their macadam- 
ised roads and paved streets he ventured to think that 
the question of horses being able to go without shoes had 
been quite exploded. He did not think that any prac- 
tical man would assume for a moment that the growth 
of a horse’s foot was at all equivalent to the wear and 
tear ofaroad ifhe had to work regularly. It was all 
very well if it only did a day’s work now and then, but 
he thought no horse could go for long without shoes on 
ir paved streets. At the same time there was, he 
thought, a great deal too much done in the way of shoe- 
ing. If they protected the toe of the foot they did not 
Want to interfere much further with the foot itself. For 
instance, in Birmingham, he had had charge of the fire 
waeede horses for a dozen years, and they were only shod 
ery nearly in the Charlier fashion, with a rim of iron 
round the toe, and the heel aad frog left untouched. 
pe Went like that from year’s end to year’s end, and 
er exhibited the slightest trace of lameness. 
that ere was another point he would like to mention and 
aa an m regard to the Farriers’ Company. He re- 
te to see so many of their best veterinary surgeons 
- ag down the Farriers’ Company for their recent 
aan He believed that when the Farriers’ Company 
the tort to train shoeing smiths they were moved by 
they an “a of motives, namely that of humanity. That 
os not always have done what could have been 
that the rhea likely true. He thought everyone knew 
ginning qomgt had not always from the very be- 
tally by os . they ought to have been, but it was 
inations were am es that they learnt. Now, the exam- 
ude the eel ray out in such a manner as to pre- 
tered farrier wh ity of anyone being admitted a regis- 
Let them cal] th was not a thoroughly competent shoer. 
°mselves “ registered farriers ” if they 


soon put a stoptc:. He thought it was a very good 
sign of the times that the Farriers’ Company, the various 
County Councils, and other bodies interested in horses, 
were taking up the question of getting veterinary sur- 
—_ to teach shoers the anatomy and physiology of the 
oot as well as the proper principles of shoeing, and he 
trusted nothing that was now being done would put a 
stop toit. Ifthe Farriers’ Company would make their 
examinations of such a character as would prevent any 
but good men being admitted, they, as veterinary sur- 
geons would be with them, but if they reverted to the old 
plan, and sometimes admitted men without a proper test 
of their capabilities, they would meet with opposition at 
their hands. 

The question of stopping horse’s feet had been raised. 
Personally he was almost“ on a fence’’ about that. As a 
rule he did not approve of stopping, but he had seen 
some cases decidedly benefitted thereby. He had known 
farm horses in the spring of the year, when the land was 
very dry, become very groggy, and on going into the 
stable at night if they had a good clay dressing with a 
little salt in it, he had known those horses go on working 
' better than if they had been left entirely alone. 

As to the defects of sawdust bedding. After 12 years’ 
experience in sawdust bedding, his opinion was that 
where horses were at work every day sawdust did them 
no harm, but where horses were left standing in loose- 
boxes the sawdust heated under the feet, and he believed 
did considerable harm. 

The only other matter he desired to allude was that 
of shoe pads. In towns he found them very useful. If 
they could do without them all the better to his way of 
thinking ; but he knew of nothing that prevented slip- 
ping so much as the bar pad. It was a pleasure to drive 
a horse over a slippery ground when there was no fear of 
its slipping, whilst animals that were not padded were 
slipping all over the roadway. 

Mr. Wraae said he was exceedingly sorry that he 
arrived when the reading of the paper was almost conclu- 
ded, but he had gathered much that was interesting from 
the remarks that had fallen from the previous speakers. 
As for driving horses without shoes, he might say that he 
drove one for three months and he found that so long as 
he confined himself to the London street pavements he 
travelled well, and the horse never hurt its feet. 
Directly, however, he drove the horse on a macadamized 
or gravel roadway, his feet began to wear and split. He 
had at length come to the conclusion that horses must 
have some protection for their feet. He quite agreed 
with Mr. Malcolm when he advocated the placing of an 
iron ring round the wall. It was all that in his (the 
speaker’s) opinion was necessary. Perhaps it was a fad 
of his, but he would go further than his friend Mr. Mal- 
colm and continue the iron ring round to the heels. For 
the last 20 years he had made his shoes out of half-inch 
square iron, thinned down to the heel, and letting the 
frog down to take as much pressure as possible. The 
foot was kept in a much healthier state than with the 
old fashioned wide, wedge shoe. As regards the remark 
about putting the shoe on hot, he might say that in his 
practice he had to do with a great many heavy horses 
and it was imperative that the shoe should be fitted 
when hot. At the same time he totally disapproved of 
applying the shoe when it was anything like red hot. He 
thought a great deal of mischief arose from that cause. 
Horses became lame and contracted what was called 
“ scalded toe,” and it was the result of nothing in the 
world but putting on the shoe when it was too hot. As 
regarded nails he quite agreed with his friend Mr. Gooch 
when he said that the nails should be put high up. In 


ed j 
the wh ra hot think it would have any effect upon | fact he did not care how high up the nails were provided, 
Places the “Y profession. No doubt in some country | of course, that they did not hurt the foot. But when 


but if the Veterinary surgeon was still called a farrier, | they came to think of the size of the wall, it was often a 
— every horse-shoer a farrier it would | wonder to him that horses were not more frequently 
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ge than they were. In order to avoid injuring the 
oot the nails required to be driven in with an almost 
mechanical precision. 

Moss litter as bedding had been mentioned. He was 
of opinion that moss litter was very injurious to the feet, 
especially in the way in which they were obliged to use 
it in London. He thought no doubt it would answer in 
a geutleman’s stable where they could give more time to 
it, but in the city where the horses often ccme into the 
stable dripping wet, the bedding was affected in conse- 
quence, and if the horses had to stand upon it he felt 
sure that it was injurious. He had seen horses go lame 
and the soles become very much discoloured all round, 
and in certain parts of the foot they would see the horn 
crumbling away, and he was quite sure that it was due 
to the use of moss litter. It heated, and therefore could 
not be proper bedding. He thought after all there was 
nothing like straw. Of course in towns straw was very 
dear and people had to counteract that by using a 
substitute. He believed, however, that it was a false 
raid ; but he should prefer sawdust to moss 

itter. 

Mention had been made of the Farriers’ Company. He 
had been connected so much with the Farriers’ Company, 
and he had been pulled very much over the coals in re- 
gard toit. The question was at present the subject of 
special investigation, and he might perhaps therefore be 
excused if he did not say anything about it, except to 
confirm what had been said by previous speakers, to the 
effect that no man would be Registered in future without 
having passed a practical manual examination. 

Mr. Otver said there was one fact especially which 
belonged to the early part of the paper which deserved 
more attention than it sometimes received. He meant 
the early attention which ought to be given to young 
stock. He was quite sure that the majority of people 
did not pay sufficient attention to the matter, and that 
was because they did not know of its great importance. 
Taking the cue from the President of the College, whom 
they were vore Penner to see there that day, he might 
say that he also very highly disapproved generally of 

t moss litter. He remembered his first experience of 
it. A client of his had eight or ten hunters, and his 
father was going to “summer” them for him. They 
were “summered’’ on peat-moss litter, and when the 
time came for them to go to work they were not fit. They 
had stood so long on the moss litter that their feet. had 
become affected, and one could crumble the hoof between 
one’s fingers. Those horses were six months getting 
well again. Peat moss litter in his opinion was a very 
dangerous substitute for straw. 

In reference to shoeing, he should like to mention a 
system which he had advocated for the past twelve 
months and which he had learnt from Mr. Ford. of 
Leamington, a member of their profession. He meant 
the use of a sheet of steel under the shoe. He had pro- 
vided his own horses in that way, and he found it work 
admirably, because for one thing it was impossible to 
pick up a stone. Mr. Malcolm had mentioned the ques- 
tion of shoe pads, and in many cases he (the speaker) 
employed them, and particularly the bar pads in the 

ith regard to the Farriers’ Com he k - 
tain smith who had the letters “ RSS” planed eatin 
sign after his name, and people in country places were 
led to believe that they implied some veteriuary degree 

ought to a stop to, and he hoped 

e Farriers’ Company would men i 
= required their ways andudo 

lr. GREEN said he should like to say a wo 

subject of peat moss. He attended = a stud of po 

horses and they were in separate boxes, bedded on peat 

moss. They got many cases of lameness and he had 
also noticed a peculiar discolouration of the sole. They 


had the greatest difficulty in keeping the shoes on the 
fore feet because the wall seemed to break away and the 
nails come out. He thought the use of moss litter could 
not be too strongly condemned, except in the cases of 
horses which received a great amount of attention and 
had their feet washed out night and morning. 

Mr. TriacerR thought more care ought to be given to 
horses’ feet during the early portion of their existence. 
He thought they did not go so much into the question 
of heredity as they might, but he thought they all recog- 
nised to the fullest extent how traceable nearly every 
form of foot disease was. With regard to shoeing, he 
fully agreed that a hot shoe ought to be avoided, and at 
the same time he much regretted the necessity of nailing 
iron to the foot at all. Whilst shoeing was a necessity 
there was no doubt that an excessively hot shoe was 


deleterious. 1 
On the question of the registration of farriers, they all 2 
knew his opinion, and he had not seen any reason to alter ii 
it. The education of the shoeing smith was a necessity I 
of the age, and he was satisfied that the veterinary sur- E 
geon could only have proper control over the shoeing T 
smith by having the latter registered. He firmly 8 
believed that in the past a great number of men had been P 
admitted who ought not to have been, but he thought 
that would happen no more. Farriers had now to passa pr 
practical examination, so that in the future ro man of 
would be registered who was not fitted for the work. als 
Capt. Russet :—I should like to know whether it has | 
been mooted in any way that veterinary surgeons ought de 
to give up the possession of forges. pre 
Mr. Triacer :—I don’t think it has got beyond one or of 
two individual suggestions. 
Mr. Wrage :—I think it would be a good thing ifit aff 
were so, although I have a forge myself. att 
Mr. Kenyon endorsed the remarks of those speakers tice 
who had preceded him. imy 
The PREsIDENT expressed to Mr. Huband his personal - 
indebtedness to him for having brought forward so inter- whe 
esting a subject for discussion. He thanked him very mn 
sincerely and only hoped that the example Mr. Huband h t 
had set would be emulated by other merbers of the ors 
Association. ing the treatment of foals’ feet, he dine 
quite agreed that the foot of the foal should be attended pe 
immediately after its birth. should be regalarly 
examined so as to accommodate it more easily to what ! dine 
had to put up with during its life. He was also in favour Ms 
of having headstalls from the very first for the “i Ms 
purpose. He was astrong opponent of moss litter. He an 
had seen several cases of obscure lameness where horses oa 
had been littered with peat moss, and the pe coer had n 
disappeared when they had been put upon other 
With regard to stopping, he might say that he rr he 
stopped his horses’ feet. He cleaned them out, am nen the g 
them thoroughly washed when they had. been ou ing them 
work. At the same time he had no doubt that “apo that ¢ 
would sometimes be advantageous. With regard + time they 
pads, he was driving one of his horses at the prese? Were 
with frog pads and it made a marvellous difference. tame ¢ 


Asa member of the Council he would not s4J sod 
thing on the subject of the registration of farrier, 


much as it was at present sub-judice. soil 


Mr. Husanp then replied to the discussiom®, 
that whilst there was nothing for him to ad ae inter 
further upon, he had learnt a great deal per from 
esting, and no doubt useful, from what had < 
the lips of those present. He was greatly uring ihe 
them for the attention they had given a that he 
reading of his paper, and he could assure | ‘oing 
should have the greatest possible pleasure 
thing in future for the benefit of the Assoc! “, Mat- 

Capt. then briefly 7 Huband 
coLM seconded, a hearty vote of thanks to ™™ 
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for his paper, which was supported by the President and | considered the infection to have been carried vy this lad. 
the carried unanimously. -| They could not say that the horse carried the infection 
the Mr. Hupanp suitably acknowledged the compliment. | so long, and could not associate the specific form of at 
er The PRESIDENT announced that the next meeting | scarlet fever in the horse with that of the specific 
of would be the Arnual one, which would take place in | generic and very infectious germs of scarlet fever in man- 
ind Birmingham in February next. kind. He remembered a very marked case where two 
The members present afterwards sat down to an | cats contracted scarletfever from some children and from 
te excellent dinner, the President in the chair, and a very | which one of the cats died. He had made a post-mortem 
a pleasant time was spent. upon the cat, and it undoubtedly presented the symp- 
won toms of scarlet fever. He could not associate in his 
any infections found in man with the horse. 
i . ith regard to the transmission of mange, it was a great. ) 
, he THE SCOTTISH METROPOLITAN pity that at public lectures the moar ng report had not 
d at VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. been given. He had people coming to his place under ) 
ling Te the impression that they had got the mange from their 
, A meeting of the above Society was held in the London | dogs. The actual fact was that the mange of the horse | 
Hotel, St. Andrew oe Edinburgh, ou Wednesday, | 42d dog lived for a very short time in the human being. | 
y all 28th November. The President, Prof. W. O. Williams, | They did not breed upon the skin of the human being, | | 
alter in the chair. There were present Principal W. Williams, | #24 he thought so far as that was concerned it was | 
ssity Richard Rutherford, F.R.C.V.S., Prof. De Joug, Prof, | perfectly safe even to associate with dogs or horses. He | : 
sur- Bradley, Dr. Longden, Messrs. Cameron, Berwick-on- thought the misleading statements should not have been 
veing Tweed; Connochie, jun., Bannatyne; Carruthers, W. | Put forward, because they frightened the public. There 
irmly §. Maloney, J. W. Martin, M. F. Lynch, J. Nuttall, | 48 20 danger, and that had been proved by practical 
been P. J. Cronin, H. B. Allan and the Secretary. experiment and not by assertion. ; 
ght The minutes of the last meeting were read andap-| Mr. Cameron, Berwick-on-Tweed, said he had once 
coe proved; Mr. W. Carruthers, Perth, was elected a member | 8€¢2 4 case resembling scarlatina, due to defective drain- 
ou of the Society. Vet.-Capt. Moore, 12th Lancers, was | #ge and ventilation in the stable. It happened during 
also elected as an honorary member. stormy winter weather. 
it has The annual nomination of the president, vice-presi- 
ought dents, and honorary secretary and treasurer, was next FLATULENT COLIC. 
proceeded with, no change for the ensuing year in any By Pror. O. C. Brapiey. ; 
one oF of the offices being made. 
The PrEsIpEN’ stated that he thought the meeting Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I had intended to re- 
y if it afforded him an excellent opportunity of drawing the | strict myself to the bare description of an nncommon | 
attention of the members to a phase of veterinary prac- | and somewhat new method of employing drugs in the 
eakers tice that he would relate and which was of great public | treatment of flatulent colic, but at the request of the 
portance. Very recently a case of scarlet fever | secretary I consented to extend my remarks to a brief 
a occurred in a horse in a certain district in Edinburgh | description of the disease itself. I regret very much | 
inter: where scarlet fever was prevalent among the hunran | that want of time has prevented me writing as full a 
mn very population, with the extraordinary result that the spread | paper as one could wish, but trust that the discus- 
raband of the disease has been attributed to its existence in the | sion to follow will to some extent counterbalance this ) 
of the horse. As many present are aware a dread has lately | deficiency. 
feet, he pr that there is great danger of contracting infectious! The term colic in its most extended sense simply indi- ) 
tended seases such as mange and strangles from the lower | cates symptoms of pain produced by a variety of causes, ) 
galas — It is well in the circumstances for the public to | for instance, we have renal and hepatic colic due to cal- 
what it how that scarlet fever in the horse is a non-contagious | culi etc., a colic or at least colicky symptoms in some 
\ favour se, as may also be said of the diseases strangles and | cases of pleurisy, but the unsatisfactory term colic has 
e same Mange as regards their communication to man. by common acceptance been more particularly reserved 
er. He . BR. RUTHERFORD said as an offset to the case | in veterinary nomenclature to express symptoms indi- \ 
» horses mentioned by the chairman, he would give a case which | cating pain arising from abnormal conditions of the ii 
ress had came to his knowledge some time ago in the city, which | intestines and stomach, more especially the former. I 
or litter. marked symptoms of scarlatina’or purpura. He said to | stigmatise the term colic as unsatisfactory, and for this 
ne nevel ‘neunctiman he thought the trouble was much like scarlet | reason, it dues not give any inkling into the particular i 
and had rags who then stated that some children living above | abnormal condition or the cause of such condition. i 
» out a stable were down with scarlet fever, and that two of | Intestinal colic is usually divided into two varieties ; 
stopping that th been removed to the hospital. He discovered | spasmodic and flatulent. The former being produced by 
4 to shoe ee @ drains of the place required overhauling, and | volvulus, calculi, intussusception ete; the latter by ‘im- 
vent time pu sy through the stable above which the children | paired digestion, some particular kinds of food which 
108. ond ying, which went to prove to some extent the | have a tendency to produce gases in large amount during 
say 30Y nad a's which produced it in the children also pro- | the process of digestion, or some obstruction, such as i 
ers, ina fealty the horse. At the same time he did not| calculi; and is also said to appear in some cases of ie 
on et fever was transmissible from the horse to exhausting diseases, when it indicates approaching dis- a 
oss the a littl re ILLIAMs said this case of scarlet fever was| Flatulent Colic is that condition produced by the a 
as intel” by Mr — from purpuia. This horse spoken of | evolution of gases in large amount in some part of the nee 
“lea from tions th erford was placed in very unsanitary condi- | alimentary canal and the consequent distension of that nie. fi 
pliged to ral ey looked upon scarlet fever of the human | portion in which this occurs; excessive and continuous Pt 4 
suring te tonths — en and infection so subtle that even | pain resulting. The two common seats are the stomach i : 
im that he tion could be = person had recovered from it the infec- | and large colon, and it is particularly to flatulence or lee at 
joing any” took place j caught by others. A case illustrative of this tympany of the latter that I wish to draw your at- 4 . 
on. With scarlet Melbourne, where a lad who had been ill | tention. 4 
shi ever three mouths before was taken aboard | The symptoms of flatulent colic, are too well known to # 
< band ‘hort time r all necessary precautions, and within a| require a detailed description; tympany of greater or 5; 
r. Scarlet fever broke out upon the ship. He | lesser extent is the chief symptom, the distension usually ‘ ’ 


OF 


_ endeavouring to alleviate the pain by anodynes and 
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being most manifest in the right flank, owing to the 
large colon being situated chiefly in that region. 

The Treatment depends upon three principles. First, 
the removal of the cause; second, the removal of the 
accumulated gases; and third, the prevention of further 
evolution of gases; always of course at the same time 


antispasmodics. 
The first end may be attained by giving a cathartic. 
The second by administering some drng which will 
combine with, or in some other way remove the gases ; 
but this is at the best a slow process, on accdunt of the 
agent if administered by the mouth having to travel 
through the stomach and the whole length of the small 
intestines before it can exert its influence ; the objection 
does not obtain in tympany of the stomach. Another, 
and the best way of removing the gases, is by puncturing 
the colon with trocar and canula. Principal Williams 
in his “ Principles and practice of Veterinary Medicine,” 
points out the necessity of this being done in the early 
stages before the animal becomes exhausted; no great 
amouut of skill is necessary to perform this operation, 
the ends of the transverse processes of the lumbar 
vertebree, the last rib, and the anterior iliac spine on the 
right side being taken as landmarks, the point usually 
chosen being about equidistaut from these three objects, 
though when there is considerable distension they are 
obscured, and the practitioner has to depend in a great 
measure upon his own judgment, The third result, i.c., 
the prevention of the further formation of gases, is com- 
monly sought to be effected by the administration of 
antiseptics, or perhaps it would be more correct to suy 
antizymotics—by the mouth. Carbolic acid, turpentine, 
hyposulphite of soda etc., are examples of the drugs 
employed. 

But there is the same objection to this method that 
there is to the similar means of dissipating the gases, 
viz., that the drugs are a long time in acting, and if 
there is much food in the stomach and intestines the 
time is of course proportionately increased. A much 
more eftective method of employing drugs for this pur- 
pose would be the immediate injection of the antizymotic 
into the bowel itself. We have tried this with marked 
success in the New Veterinary College Infirmary during 
the past year, and opportunities of testing its efficacy 
have not been wanting, for during the past summer and 
autumn colic, and particularly the flatulent form, has 
occurred as something very like an epidemic, for this is 
the only way of expressing its extreme prevalence. 


I will now describe the modus operandi. The instru- 
ments required are an ordinary trocar and canula and a 
Toope’s canula. The bowel is punctured in the usual 
way and when the gases have escaped a solution of from 
drm. ij. to drm, vi. of pure earbolic acid dissolved in at 
least Oj. of water is injected through the ordinary 
canula by means of Toope’s injection canula. This is 
all that is necessary, and rarely have we found the gases 
reaccumulate unless some serious abnormality or ob- 
struction has been present. There is one precaution to 
be observed, and that is that the canula is still in the bowel 
when the solution is injected ; this is shown by a small 
amount of gas being expelled with each respirato 
movement. I would suggest that the solution be wat 
warm, for otherwise it is liable to cause shivering, which 
however, only appears to be a temporary inconvenience 
no serious after-effects being produced. The action of 
the carbolic acid is in all probability two-fold First 
it exerts its antizymotic powers, and secondly it ma t 

will now quote brief no cases i i i 


Case I.—Brown van gelding, admitted at ll am 


draught administered. Morphine injected hypodermi- 
cally. 

12 noon. No better; continually walking round box, 
oz. ij. sodium hyposulphite given. 

9 p.m. Pulse 80 and getting weaker ; very tympanitic. 
Punctured and injected drm. iv. carbolic acid in Oj, 
of water. ‘ 

9.30 p.m. Much better; pulse 60 and stronger; 
breathing quieter, does not walk round box but stands 


quiet. 
10 p.m. Still improving, pulse almost normal. Next 
day. Well. 


Case II.—Bay cart gelding, admitted 2.30 p.m., colicky 

symptoms, much tympany. Punctured and injected 

drm. iv. carbolic acid in Oj. of water. 

3 p.m. Much better. No recurrence of tympany, 

pulse 65. 

4p.m. Still improving, colicky symptoms have dis- 

appeared, pulse and respiration normal, continued im- 

proving. 

Case i1II.—Brown harness gelding, admitted 7 p.m. 

restless, pawing and walking round box and rolling. 

Pulse and respiration accelerated. Oil, opium, and tur- 

pentine given. 

7.30. p.m. Quicter. 

8 p.m. Again restless, tympanitic. Punctured and 

injected drm. v. carbolic acid in Oj. ss. of water. 

8.30. Much easier, pulse and respiration slower. 

9.30. Still improving. 

Case IV.—Black cart mare, admitted 6 a.m. Great 

pain, very tympanitic; pulse weak, respiration much 

accelerated. Punctured and injected drm. ij. carbolic 

acid in solution. Morphiuve hypodermically. 

6.30. a.m. Easier, pulse 70. 

8am. Again tympanitic and very restless. Punctur- 

ed again [and injected drm. iij. carbolic acid in Oj. of 

water. 4 
9am. Better. Pulse 60, and stronger; respiration 

slower. Has stopped walking about. 

10. a.m. Pulse and respiration nearly normal. No 
pain evinced. 

I think the above notes, though very incomplete, ar 
sufficient to illustrate the beneficial results produced ) 
this line of treatment, and to show that at least it 
worthy of trial. 


Discussion. 


In the discussion which followed, Mr. Rutherford re- 
gretted that there was not a larger meeting of their elder 
members of the Society to listen to the contribution by 
Professor Bradley of the clinical method of dealing with 
what had hitherto been a troublesome disease, and he 
had a large opportunity of studying those cases. *” 
in some stables it had raged like an epidemic. He 
thought that might be explained hy the large amount 
foreign fodder which found its way into the market. 
Some of the fodder was not fit for bedding pigs, far less 
for feeding horses, and caused colic in the stomach -* 
bowels. For this he had adopted the pu neturing t 
bowel ever since that method was brought m by be 
American gentleman sometime ag®, but he thought ot 
method put forward by Professor Bradley was 4 distin 
advance over that method, and it -would not vd 
until he adopted it. In cases of ordinary colic—he ” 


ich might occur 
not allude to twists and ruptures to con- 


any time during the horse's struggles- used 
sider what would afford the animal relief. pod ad 0100 
ap 


carbolic oil and glycerine for a long time, 
occasionally of ammonia which proved vr 
efficient. The method put forward by Professor hat was 
seemed to Mr. Rutherford to be a remedy for ¥ g were 
acommon accident—no matter what precast right 
taken—namely the formation of an abscess on al 


colicky pains: slight tympany. Aun ordinary colic 


flank. He did not know why those abscesses 
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and several gentlemen to whom he had spoken on the 
subject said they had the same experience frequently. 
He had spoken to a gentleman in Newcastle and his 
experience was something of the same. He thought it 
strange that those experiences did not find their way in- 
to print. In some of the horses the instrument passed 
through a very great depth of substance, muscles and 
tissues, and if that horse was put to work immediately 
after it recovered he thought the abscess might occur 
from the movement of those muscles. In his hands, des- 
pite all precautions he had taken, those abscesses occurred 
on the flank upon puncturing the bowels frequently, 
although it was not adangerous accident. In conclusion 
he hoped that the Professur’s paper would lead to ways 
and means whereby this disease, which had been too 
long neglected, and which carries off more than three- 
quarters of all the horses which die, might be removed. 
It had been too long neglected, and while they spent 
years enquiring into different diseases they had neglected 
those diseases which most demanded their attention. 

Prof. WiLL1AMs said he thought that the treatment of 
the puncturing might be something to do with the forma- 
tion of abscesses. When he punctured he sloped the 
trocar slightly upwards. In only one horse did that 
weatment prove fatal, and that horse had been punc- 
tured thirteen tiraes before it died. On examining the 
bowels after death with the exception of three or four 
little bites about the size of mere flea bites, marking 
where the latest punctures had been made, and the 
slightest abscess, there was nothing else. He never 
knew of bad results from puncturing that was performed 
early enough. Some of the English people punctured 
through the bowel but he had not experience of that 
method, and he did not think the operation was so suc- 
cessful as the method adopted here. 

Prof. Dz Jona said he had seen only one case of 
abscess in the flank as a result of puncturing. ' 

At the conclusion of the discussion Professor Bradle 
Was unanimously thanked for his valuable paper. 

Mr. RurHERFoRD next gave a notice of motion that 
at the next meeting he would bring forward some sugges- 
tious in reference to public horse ambulances, so fre- 
quently required in large cities. 

Prof. W. 0. Witt1aMs also announced that he would 
the ® some remarks in connection with the Society for 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 
€ business of the meeting then terminated with a 
Vote of thanks to the President. 


Perer Morr, Hon. Sec. 


ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting of this Association was held on Frida 
a 24th, at the Council Room, 10 Red Lion Square, ag 
VR¢Ve There were present Mr. J. D. Barford, 
— ‘S., (President) in the chair; Messrs. J. F. 
Ss Maidenhead; Albert Wheatley, 
rye habeas Reading ; A. L. Butters, F. W. Wragg, H. 
pew wn J. Sutcliffe Hurndall (hon. sec.), London ; 

e L, er, (hon. treasurer), Oxford ; Wm. Wilson ; 
ad Jp nk Aylesbury ; Walter Western, Bracknell ; 

emney J. H. Parker, Henry Edgar, F. A. 

the E. Parker (visitors). 

ing on SEC: having read the notice convening the 


in 
confirmed and the previous meeting were read, 


Mr J. p BaLaNncr SHEEgT.. 
Awociation submitted the accounts of the 


brough year 1893. They had a balance 
vas added from last year of £59 8s. 2d., to which 


during the year, making a total of £89 17s. 2d. He had 
paid accounts during the year amounting to £20 Is. 4d. 
leaving a balance in the bank at the present time of £69 
15s. 10d. ‘lhe books, vouchers etc. were placed on the 
table. The number of members on the Secretary’s roll 
was 568 ; and the number who had paid their subscrip- 
tions during the year 43, leaving 15 in arrear. Mr. 
Walker continued that as he had been treasurer now for 
ten years—ever since the inauguration uf the Associa- 
tion—he thought it time some younger member should 
take office, and he would be obliged if they would kindly 
elect a successor in his stead. (No.) 

The PREsIDENT said he for one should be very sorry to 
lose the services of their treasurer, who had been most. 
faithful to them, and a most excellent officer in every 
way. If he had his will he should ask their treasurer to 
reuew his connection with the Association in the same 
capacity. (Hear, hear.) 

The members in arrears were dealt with under Rule 
XXIL. 

The Hon. Sezc. read a letter from Mr. F. T. Oatway, 
of Kingdale, Stanmore, enclosing his subscription and 
resigning membership of the Association, and moved 
that. Mr. Oatway’s resignation be accepted with regret. 

Mr. WHEATLEY seconded this, and it was agreed to. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The PresipENt asked them to elect his friend Mr. 
Walker as president for 1894, he being the senior vice- 
president, and eligible for the chair. (Hear, hear.) 


the President, and at the same time wished to point out 
that it would bein no way incunsisteut with the duties 
of treasurer for Mr. Walker to accept the office of presi- 
dent. He should very much regret losing the services of 
Mr. Walker as their treasurer, and hoped he would see 
his way to hold the two positions. They once hada 
president who was secretary at the same time — Mr. Kidd. 
(Hear, hear.) 

The Hon. Sec. in supporting the resolution, said that 
after the many years Mr. Walker had been associated 
with that Society they were only paying him a graceful 
compliment in asking him to assume the position of pre- 
sident next year. He felt certain, from his association 
with Mr. Walker as a co-officer now for three years, that 
they would have a president who would be deeply inter- 
ested in the welfare of the Association, and would do 
his utmost to promote its interests during his period of 
office if he would consent to accept the same. (Hear, 
hear. 

The resolution was carried unanimously, and with 
acclamation. 

Mr, WaxkKER said he was very much obliged to them 
for electing him to the office of president. It was an 
office which he had not sought, and one which he did not 
consider himself well fitted to occupy. As he had said 
before, in his vpinion men must have a certain adapta- 
tion to offices before they could fulfil the duties of those 
offices properly ; and he did not think he was well fitted 
for the position of president or a Society like that. (No.) 
However, if they thought otherwise, which no doubt they 
did—(hear, hear.)—he should endeavour to do his duty 
during the year. He must say that he should not carry 
out the office as his predecessors had done. They, as an 
Association, had been uncommonly fortunate, he thought, 
in their selection of presidents, and it would be very 
difficult to follow such men. He would not follow in 
their footsteps exactly. He would not promise to feast 
them as had hitherto been done, with dinners and wines, 
but he should endeavour to discharge his duty to the 
Association in other respects as well as he possibly 
could. He was sure they would excuse his saying that 
he did not think it quite the right thing to tax the 


9s. subscriptions of members received 


president with all those extraneous expenses. If aman 


Mr. J. F. Stmpson begged to second the proposition of _ 
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did his duty to the Society he had quite enough to do 
without them. He (Mr. Walker) had had quite as much 
to do with that Association as any member belonging to 
it. If he mistook not, he was the first to moot such a 
thing, at all events he was the first to put it in practical 
shape. He wrote to a number of gentlemen asking if 
they would join in forming such an assuciation, and he 
aad his friend Mr. Kidd sent out the first circulars call- 
ing a meeting at Reading. That was ten-and-a-half 
years ago, and the Society was inaugurated upon the 
16th November, 1883. He thought that so far it had 
been etninently successful, and he hoped it would always 
continue to flourish. (Hear, hear.) He thanked them 
for electing him to the presidency. (Applause.) 

Mr. J. F. Simpson proposed, and the Hon. Sec. secon- 
ded, the election of Messrs. Verney, Goodall, Butters, 
and Barford as vice-presidents for the ensuing year, and 
the resolution was carried unanimously. 

The PrestpENT proposed the re-election of Mr. 
Walker as treasurer for the ensuing year, remarking 
that they would be very sorry indeed to lose his services. 
The accounts had been kept with such perfect accuracy 
that he was quite sure his withdrawal would be a loss to 
the Society. (Hear, hear.). 

Mr. Wueattey had much pleasure in seconding the 
proposition, having known Mr. Walker some years. 

The Prestpent-Exvect did not think it competent to 
a member to hold the two offices in one year. 

Mr. Simpson said Mr. Walker might make his mind 
Fameey ¢ easy on that point. The President of the 

yal College was occupying the position of treasurer at 
the present time. (Hear, hear.) 

The resolution was carried unanimously, amid ap- 
plause. 

The Presipent then said he had peculiar pleasure in 
asking their secretary to continue in office another year. 

Mr. Hurndall had proved a most efficient and courteous 
secretary, and had carried out his duties in a manner 
most pleasing to all the members of the Association. 
(Hear, hear.) 


GLASGOW VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


The annual Students and Graduates Dinner in con- 
nection with above, was held in the Bath Hotel, Glasgow, 
on Thursday evening, 30th ult. Principal McCall occupied 
the chair, supported right and left by Professors Limont, 
J.McI. McCall and Murphy, Revs. Watson and 
Scott, and the following M.R.C.V.S.: Messrs. Forbes, 
Robb, junr., Macqueen, Peddie, Bishop, Hill, Millar, 
Neil, ‘frotter and McMurragic. There was besides, a 
large turnout of students and friends. Apologies for 
absence were intimated from Professors Aikman and 
King, (Glasgow Veterinary College), and Professors 
Cleland, Young and McKendrick, (Glasgow University). 
After the loyal toasts were duly honoured, Mr. A.C. 
Forbes proposed “ The Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons.”” Principal McCall replied, referring to the 
rapid strides the profession had made of-late. The other 
toasts included, “ The Church”? by Mr. Welch, replied 
to by Rev. D. Watson. “ Glasgow Veterinary College” 
roposed by Mr. Millar, M.R.C.V.S., and responded to 
y Prof. Limont, M.A.,M.B. “The Chairman” pro- 
— by Mr. Armstrong, and replied to by Principal 
cCall, etc. 
During the evening a lengthy programme of songs 
and readings was gone through, the following being 
contributors: Messrs. Rutherford, Armstrong, Hill, May- 


all, Murphy, Blane, Macdonald, Frew, Chester, Johnson, 


McKinlay, etc., Mr. Spence Guthrie acting as accom- 
panist. The success of the evening reflects great credit 
on Messrs. Gorman, Hart, Hill, Marshall, Griffin and 
Trotter, M.R.C.V.S.—the committee who had charge of 
the arrangements. 


ACTION FOR LOSS OF A MARE. 
Smita v. REYNOLDS. 


s The PrestpEnt-Etxct begged to second the nomina- (By owr own Reporter ). 
ion. 
The resolution was carried unanimously amid heart : 
plaudits. , of | In the Court of Qneen’s Bench division of the High 
Court of Justice on Thursday tie 30th ult., before Mr. 


Mr. Hurnpatt, in acknowledging the compliment 
paid him, said he would endeavour during the coming 
year to do as he had done before. (Applause.) 


Puace or Next Meertine, &c. 

On the proposition of Mr. WHEaTLEy, seconded by 
the PRESIDENT, the meeting unanimously fixed Reading 
asthe place of next meeting. 

The Secretary read various correspondence received 
by him, and also communications expressing their regret 
at being unable to attend the meeting, from Prof. 
, Mr. F. W. Hanks, Wantage ; and 

DipHTHERiA IN Fowts. 


The Secretary read a letter addressed to the Presi- 
dent by Mr. F. B. Jones, of Leicester, enclosing a phail 
graph of the larynx of a fowl which had died from diphth- 

eria. The larynx and trachea were split down the centre 
showing a large mass of micro- organisms the presence of 
which had produced suffocation and death. The owner 
had lost about 50 fowls in the same way. The disease 
was introduced by a fowl which was bought for stoek 
purposes, and died about a week after its arrival. The 
period of attack lasted from four to eight or ten da 8; 
and all the birds attacked had died. Mr. J ones said Be 
was very sorry he could not possibly attend this meeting; 
but at some future time he would be pleased to show the 
larynx, and also slides under the microscope. ‘ 

A paper on “ Castration of horses—the standing posit- 


Justice Grantham and a special Middlesex jury, W# 
heard the case of Smith v. Reynolds. It wasan action 
brought by Mr. William J. Smith, horse-dealer, 21 Little 
Cadogan Place, Chelsea, against Mr. John Reynolds, 
M.R.C.V.S., 26 Clarges Street, Piccadilly, and proprietor 
of a shoeing-forge at North Street, Chelsea, to recover 
£200 in respect of the loss of a mare alleged to have bees 
killed owing to the negligence of the defendant or his 


servants. f 

Mr. McCall, Q.C., and Mr. W. H. Upjohn appeared for 
the plaintiff, and Mr. Kemp, Q.C., and Mr. Gregso” 
Ellis represented the defendant. get 

Mr. McCall, Q.C., having opened the plaintiff's = 
stating facts detailed in the evidence given below, 
called. the 

Frank Roberts who said he was foreman # of 
plaintiff’s stables. At half-past six on the eer! he 
the 3rd of June, 1892, the defendant’s man called . be 
plaintiff’s stables and took away a chesnut mare Ae 
shod. At nine the same morning witness, 10 perro 
of a message he received, went to the defendant § # 
forge at North Street, Chelsea. Plaintiff was ill a . 
at the time but plaintiff’s brother afterwards “he fire 
well to the defendant's forge. On one side was On the 
and at a short distance away was the anvl.. ch Istter 
other side was a wall and various rings t0 oe, 
horses were tied. When witness arrived 1é 


ion,” by Mr. Jas. F. Simpson, F.R.C.V.S., then followed. 


his master’s mare attached to ring No. 3. 
on the slant with her fore feet nearest the 
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on her off side and was still alive. There was, witness 
noticed, an enlargemeut behind the ear and a sweating 
through the coat—a little square place. 

What was it like, a wound or a bruise ?—-A little en- 

ement and the coat was sweating. 
at size was the sweating /—About three inches long 
and about two inchas wide. 

Did it look like a wound long existent or lately inflict- 
ed !—Lately inflicted. 

His Lordship: Had she such a wound when she left 
the stable ?—No, my lord. 

Mr. McCall: Which side was the wound on, the side 
she was lying on or the near side /—The near side. 

When you noticed the wound in this position did you 
call the foreman’s attention to it ?—No, sir, but I called 
Mr. Reynold’s attention to it when he came. Previously 
to this the man that was shoeing the mare had told me 
that he had only the near fore foot to finish when the 
mare ran back and the foreman hit her up from behind 
on the quarters; that she then butted her head against 
the wall and fell down. The mare died about eleven 
o’clock the same morning and was removed to Harrison, 
Barber & Company’s, the horse slaughterers. At my 
master’s request I took the head and spine—the whole 

ine from the head to the tail—from the knacker’s to 

r. Mavor, veterinary surgeon. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Kempe: Did you tell Ayton, 
one of the defendant’s men, that the mare was always 
nasty about her head !—No sir. They shod her before, 
to know. 

o was the man that told you the foreman hit the 
mare !—The foremar. himself told me that. 

Did he describe to you how he hit her /—He said he 
hit her up or she would have fallen upon him as he was 
standing by his anvil. 

_ His Lordship: Then it was not the man who was shoe- 
ing her who told you this ?—No, the foreman. 

r. Kempe: As a matter of fact were not both fore 
shoes finished ?—No, the near fore foot was not finished. 
You say that from what you saw !/—From what I saw. 

You say the foreman hit her up while he was at the 
anvil !—Yes, he said so. 

Then he must have her on the rump ?—I should 
80. 

To hen did you point out the sweating /—Mr 

olds. 
1s ee: Who told you she butted her head 


against the wall ?—Both the foreman and the man—the 
oelng smith. 

N tr. Kempe: Did you try to move her as she lay ‘— 
otatall, Did you raise her head and neck ?—Yes. 


And had to let go?—I did not have to let go; I put some 
straw under her so that she might lie easy. In putting 
into the Knacker’s cart was achain passed round 
w, neck close to the throat and over the head ’—Yes sir. 
‘the, — cart then tipped up and a windlass put between 
aits and the horse hauled up by the chain to the 
t by means of the windlass 1—Yes, in the usual way. 
ld mare would weigh 10 or 11 ewt.—half a ton /—I 
da think it weighed quite half a ton. 
the hy ssitined by Mr. McCall: Is there any doubt that 
your fad and spine you took to Mr. Mavor were those of 
and oes mare !—I stood by and saw them cut off 
AS k them away myself. 
Wie I should like to ask whether the rope was 


“cship: When she was lying in the forge was 
the ne broken—the rope to which she had been attached 
ve 18 in the wall ’—I did not see any rope, my Lord ; 
as ying with a bridle on. 


McCall 
Vete all, said he had ‘had considerable experience as a 


June last year. 


the atlas /—Yes. 


His Lordship :—As far as you could tell was she lying 
Her body had not been 


where she had fallen ?7—Yes. 
moved ?—No. 


case hopeless from the beginning /—Yes. Afterwards the 
head and spine were brought to you and you made a post- 
mortem examination /—Yes. Is that (producing bone) 
the atlas bone of this mare? Now do you see that there 


is a small square piece fractured out of the near side ?— 
Yes. That would be the side uppermost as she lay :—Yes. 
In your opinion was that injury to the bone the cause 


of death ?—Yes, secondary. That portion of the bone 


where the fracture is, in the living animal, is situate a 
little behind the ear ?—Yes. So that if the fracture was 


caused by a blow the position of the blow would be a 
little behind the near ear ?--Yes. In your opinion could 


that injury have been inflicted by the mare running her 


head against the wall?—No. We hear that she was tied 
to a ring in the wall—could the injury possibly have been 
inflicted by the rope by which she was tied to the wall !— 


No. You say that you saw the fracture before the knacker 
came upon the scene ?—I saw that the neck was dislo- ~ 


cated. Could the fracture have been inflicted by the chain 
the knackers used in putting the body of the mare on 
their cart ?—No. Is that wound, in your,opinion, con- 
sistent with a blow inflicted by some blunt instrument 
such as a hammer /—Yes, probably. 


Cross-examined by Mr. Kempe: Have you seen many 
froctures of this kind /—Not many. Do you go tc Knackers’ 
yards from time to time to investigate these things ?—I 
do. Would you be surprised to hear that knackers state 
that fractures of this kind occur every week by reason 
of the choin used for hauling the carcases into their 
carts /—I should. These are called wings? (referring to 
bone produced) ?—Yes. Asa matter of fact does the chain 
which hauls up the horse pass over the edge of these 
wings ’—Yes. Is that a vital part—this fracture here ? 
(indicating fracture in bone produced).—No. It does 
not in any way touch the spinal cord /—No. The muscles 
are fixed on here? (indicating place). — Fixed there. 
What sign is there of that having been struck by a 
hammer /—The extravasation of blood that there was 
found on removing the skin. Could the injury not have 
been done by butting or by the chain /—No, it was in- 
flicted during life. Why not?—Because there would 
be no effusion of blood after the mare was dead. During 
the time you have been in practice you have not seen 
many fractures likethis?—No. Did you make a post- 
mortem examination of the stomach ?—No, I did nut, 
Did you examine the brain ?—I did. Did you find any- 
thing there to confirm your opinion !—Effusion of blood. 
That would be caused by butting against the wall ?/— 
No. What! if a horse violently butts its head — a 
wall will not that cause an effusion of blood /—The dis- 
location would cause the effusion. Would the dislocation 
be caused by butting its head against a wall /—Not in 
this case. But a horse butting against a wall ik, 
cause dislocation /—Not in that place. Why not !—| 
cause it could not, it would be lower down the spine. 
What did cause the dislocation /—1 should think the 
mare received a blow, then threw her head up, and so 
dislocated her neck with the halter. Did you ever know 
of an instance where a horse dislocated its neck by 
throwing its head up /—No. And that is purely a theory 
of yours /—Oh, no. When the mare’s head was brought 


to you had the flesh been taken from it /—No. 


Mr. McCall: A blow of sufficient violence to smash 


that bone in the way it is smashed would fell the mare ? 
—It might. 


Did you examine carefully the bones in 


front of the head? -Yes. Did you find there any injury 


The mare was then dead. Her neck 
was dislocated. Dislocated at or near the bone called 


Mr. McCall: The injury she had sustained made the 
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whatever, such as you would expect if the mare had run 
her head against the wall 7— None. 

His Lordship: Was there any sign on the front of the 
head of the mare having struck against the wall /—No, 


Mr. McCall :—Mr. Mavor, if the mare had run her 
head against the wall with such violence as to dislocate 
her neck causing her to fall in the way she did, in your 
opinion must there have been some mark on the frontal 
bone Yes. 

Now, the condition of the brain—the extravasation of 
blood—convinced you that the injury was injury by 
violence inflicted during the life of the mare ?—Yes. 

His Lordship :—How soon does death cause the blood 
to cease from flowing ?—Within a few minutes after. — 

So that if the animal was dead an hour before she was 
moved, there would be no chance of any extravasation 
of blood then in removing her !— No. 

Professor Pritchard, M.R.C.V.S., examined by Mr. 
McCall, said that about a fortnight ago at the request of 
the plaintiff he examined the bone produced. His 
opinion was that the fracture in the bone was caused by 
a blow inflicted by some blunt instrument. 

In your opinion is it possible that the injury could 
have been inflicted by the animal butting its head against 
the wall ?—No, I cannot conceive that it is possible. 

You have heard the evidence of Mr. Mavor as to the 
condition of the brain when he made the post-mortem 
examination /—Yes. 

And as to his finding the neck dislocated when he saw 
the animal lying immediately after death /—Yes. 

Do you agree with him that that points to the injury 
having been inflicted during life /—Yes, I consider the 
injury was inflicted during life. 

Is the condition that he describes consistent with the 
injury having been inflicted by the knackers’ chain when 
the body was taken away !/—No. 

I do not know whether the theory has been put to you 
before, but looking at that injury, is it such an injury as 
in your opinion would be likely to be inflicted by the 
knackers’ chain ?—No. 

It is suggested that injuries of that kind are inflicted 
daily by knackers’ chains,—is that your experience /— 
No, it is not. 

In your opinion is it possible that that injury could 
have been inflicted by the short halter by which the 
a was tied to the ring when she was being shod }— 

0. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Kempe :—Mr. Reynolds con- 
sulted you about this /—I dine did. ‘ 

And you advised him not to settle the action as there 
was no ground for suggesting that he was the cause of 
the accident /—I did not give him any reason, and 
another thing, at the time I made that suggestion to him 

I was not acquainted with the facts of the case beyond 
that an accident had happened. 

Had you not then seen the bone !—No. It was a long 

at that (a bone submitted to wi 
fracture there !— Yes. 
s that such a fracture as would be ca 
is a diseased bone. = 
s that a fracture which would be i 
I should say itis. ow 
your judgment could that be ca ’ 
ould you be surprised to hear that it was so caused ? 
Do you frequently go to knackers’ ‘af 

And you have never seen a bone broken like that 

rr knackers’ chain !—I cannot call to mind that I ph. 


: Perhaps your attention has never been called to the 


yards during the last thirty-five years, and I never came 
across such a thing as that in the whole of my experience, 

Look at that bone--(another bone handed tv the wit- 
ness)—do you find a fracture there /—Yes. 

Is it your idea that that fracture was caused by a blow! 
—I should say so. ; 

And you say that the bone in question was fractured 
by a blow for the same reason that leads you to believe 
that the bone now submitted to your inspection was 
fractured by a blow /—I am of opinion that that small 
piece of bone partly broken away as it is could not have 
been injured by a knacker’s chain. 

Please pay attention to my question ; are you of 
opinion that the bone before you was fractured bya 
blow ?—Yes. 

And not by a knacker’s chain /—No. 

And the same reasoning leads you to your conclusion 
with regard to the horse in question /—Yes. 

Re-exumined by Mr. McCall :—You do not know the 
circumstances of the post-mortem examination made on 
the animal whence that bone my friend submits to you 
was taken /—No. 

You have never seen the bone before /—No. 

But is your opinion with regard to this mare confirm. 
ed by the evidence of Mr. Mavor as to the actual cir- 
cumstances at the post-mortem examination ?—Yes. 

His Lordship :—I suppose, Prof. Pritchard, there is a 
considerable amount of muscle passing down each side 
of the neck from the head ?—There is, my lord. 

I see there is a hollow space on the outside wing of 
the bone covered with muscle, so that pressure of the 
bone must be very great indeed if it caused any fracture 
such as is pointed out 7—Yes. 

Mwy Kempe :—Your lordship sees that it is a very thin 
ne. 

Mr. McCall (producing plan) :—This plan shows the 
muscles as they appear over this bone. 

Witness :—It represents the horse without a skin. 
FF ay Kempe :—There are no muscles at the edge of the 

ne. 

Witness :—The muscles are attached to the edge. 

But do they cover the edge ?—Qh yes, hang over. 

His Lordship :—I wish tovask Prof. Pritchard a ques- 
tion apropos of the chain. IsAit not the usual way of 
getting a horse out of a pund or river to put a chaip 
round the neck /—Yes. 

And drag him out by main force /—Yes. 

When the horse is alive /—Yes. 

And that is done without any permanent injury to the 
horse /—Yes. 

Mr. Kempe: But that is done by a ,rope, and it 1s 
different in the case of a living horse who assists him 
In this case you have the weight of a dead horse to con 
tend against. Do you say the fracture of itself is § 
cient to account for death ?—No. ‘ 

His Lordship: None of you asked him (Prof. si 
on) Sms: is a very important question. I will ask 
of Mr. Mavor. 

To Mr. Mavor: What do you suppose did “4 
death ?—I should say dislocation of the neck. x 
pain caused by the blow which was serious enous’ is 
break the bone caused the mare to throw her head up 
such a way as to dislocate the neck /—Yes, my lo 

William Bristow, who described himself as surgery 
man” to Mr. Mavor, examined by Mr. McCall, de ete 
that on the 3rd June, 1892, he received from Mr. e the 
the plaintiff's foreman, the head and spine pro- 
chesnut mare in question. He cleaned the on on of 
duced. Did you observe anything in the con ch dit 
the flesh covering the bone /—It was very flesh 
coloured. Did you from the condition of teal, 
covering the bone and the condition of the ve Yes, 
form any opinion of how the injury was aus 


circumstance !—I have seen atlas bones at knackerg’ 


by a blow. 
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Mr. Kempe: Are youa veterinary surgeon /—No, sir. 

Mr. McCall: But you assist Mr. Mavor /—Yes. And 
have had considerable. experience under Mr. Mavor ?— 
Fourteen years experience. 

Mr. William John Smith, the plaintiff, who was next 
examined by Mr. McCall, said he bought the chestnut 
mare in question at Mr. Jacob’s sale at Watton, Norfolk, 
on the 6th of April 1892, and gave £152 5s.for her. She 
was a pedi hackney mare, five years old and bred by 
Mr. Jacobs. She stood 153 high: Did you see her from 
time to time between the day you purchased her and the 
day she died /—Yes. Did you ride or drive her /—She 
was driven regularly. 

His Lordship: In what way!?—Single and double 
harness. Was she on job ?—Oh, no, my lord, she was 
for sale. 

Mr. McCall: She was driven by some of your men I 
suppose ?—Yes. Was she a vicious animal /—Oh, no. 
Had she any viciousness at all /—None whatever. Until 
the defence in this action did you ever hear it suggested 
that she was vicious ?—Not at all, I should not have 
bought her if she was. My man knew her before I 
bought her, 1 have a buyer, my lord, in Norfolk who sees 
all the horses before I buy them. Had the defendant 
shod her more than once?—Only once, on the 11th 
April. And did he ever complain until after the mare’s 
death, of her viciousness :—No, his foremen told me in 
my own office that she was very quiet. On the morning 
of the 3rd June, 1893 on which she was sent to the 
defendant’s forge, you were ill in bed I believe ?—Yes. 
Did you go to the forge at all?—-No. And did you see the 
body at all’—No. But by your direction, I suppose, the 
head and spine were sent to Mr. Mavor?—Yes. What 
was the value of this mare on the 3rd of June ?—She was 
worth more than J] gave for her I consider. What was 
her value :—I should say she was worth £170 or £180. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Kempe: How long had you 
had her !—From the 6th of April. And during the whole 
of that time you had been trying to sell her /—She was 
then for sale. And you didn’t find a purchaser ?—I had 
not looked for one. I never look for a purchaser until 
my animals are fit. Did you give 145 guineas in money 
or in a deal !—By cheque 

His Lordship: What were you asking for her ?—I do 
not show my animals until they are fit, and I had not 

a price. 

This closed the evidence for the plaintift’s case. 
Mr. Kempe, in opening the defendant’s case, pointed 
out that the plaintiff had varied his allegations. First, 
he mg a that the spinal bone was broken by a hammer. 
Now, the bone that was said to have been broken by the 
defendant's servant was a different bone altogether, and 
it Was admitted that the fracture of this bone was not of 
iteelf sufficient to cause death. The learned counsel said 
would show by facts deposed to by witnesses, and not 
a scientific conjectures how the mare died; and in 
bie this he should claim that the defendant was not 
for damages inasmuch as he had not failed in the 
sxercise of that reasonable care failure in which would 

ne entitle the plaintiff to a verdict. 

vin Reynolds, the defendant, who was the first 
ary ess called ty Mr. Kempe, said that he was a veterin- 
on Lae of 26 Clarges Street, Piccadilly, and carried 
thod 28 farrier at North Street, Chelsea. He 
oc, Ns for the plaintiff. On the 3rd of June, 1892, 
= Seven and eight in the morning, in consequence 
to his essage witness received from his foreman he went 


forge at Chel 
~—_ past eight, sea. He reached the forge at a 
Position y = got to the forge what was the condition and 
fens the chesnut mare ?—I saw the mare lying in 
Tge upo 


n her near side in a semi-conscious state. 


The plaintiff’s foreman, Frank Roberts, was also present. 
When you found the mare in this condition what did 
you do /—I looked at the mare and in Roberts’ presence 
I thoroughly questioned my men as to the cause of the 
| accident. They told me the cause of the accident. What 
did they say was the cause?—They said the mare 
was stauding alone and, without any provocation or warn- 
ing, she suddenly hung back, that is, bolted to the length 
of the halter ; that she then immediately sprang forward 
and struck her head against the wall. 

That was told to you in Mr. Roberts’s presence /— 
Yes. What next /—They also said that immediately her 
head struck the wall she fell,and waslying with her body on 
the floor and her head suspended by the halter to the ring 
in the wall; that my foreman as quickly as he possibly 
could cut the halter and freed her head so that it came 
on the floor. She fell on her near side. She lay on her 
near side when I got there. Did Roberts say anything 
then of any different account having been given him of 
how the accident happened /—Nothing whatever. Was 
anything said by him or anybody else at that time about 
any blow having been inflicted /—No, sir; I looked for 
that myself. What outward sign (if any) was upon the 
mare’s head ?—She was sweating behind both ears and 
partly down the neck for about nine inches at the back 
of her head. Any mark of any wound!—lI could not 
distinctly see the near side of her head when I first got 
there. 

His Lordship: But could you see whether there was. 
a mark of a wound ?—She was on the floor, my lord, but 
whilst I was there she raised her head from the floor two 
or three times and brought it back with some considerable: 
violence against the floor. 

(To be continued ) 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


Investigation into Louping.- III. 


At a meeting last week of the Wester Ross Farmers’ 
Club, Mr. Meiklejohn, Novar, brought up the question 
of louping-ill in sheep, which he said was very prevalent 
in the Highlands. In 1883, Professor Williams had been 
employed by a committee of the Highland Society to 
investigate the causes of the disease, and had pursued 
the study of it in Lanarkshire and the south of 
Scotland generally. Although the Professor was 
considered to have got on the right trail, the inquiry was 
never completed. An interesting report, however, had 
been issued, and south country farmers had been able in 
agreat degree to protect their flocks. He moved that 
they should approach the Highland Society with a view 
to their employment of Professor Williams to finish his 
investigations into the subject. Mr. Forbes seconded, 
and the motion was unanimously agreed to. 


Internal Disinfectants. 


The opening addresses of the winter session of the 
North British Branch of the Pharmaceutical Society was 
delivered by Prof. Cash, of Aberdeen. Referring to the 
use of drugs administered with a view to the destruction 
of pathogenic organisms, he said—“ that this is a depart- 
ment of medicine in which the progress has been dis- 
appointing. It does not follow that a substance which 
is a disinfectant outside the body will have that power 
inside it. Some years ago he was working for the Local 
Government Board on the subject, and he tested a num- 
ber of disinfectants by administering them fora pro- 


Seate ana) men were present, Charles Ayton, Robert 
and another whose name I do not remember. 


longed period to animals which were ultimately inocula- 
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ted with pathogenic micro-organisms. In this way, | re 


amongst other bodies, sulphocarbolate of sodium, phenyl- 
propionic acid and its potassium and sodium salts were 
examined, but with regard to both anthrax and tubereu- 
losis the results were practically negative, no increased re- 
_ gistance of the invasion of these disorders having been 
observable. Perchloride of mercury gave more encourag- 
ing results, however, aud he ultimately succeeded in 
demonstrating that this body produced an immunising 
action when administered daily to rabbits in minute 
doses before the inoculation of anthrax took place. 
Positive results have been recently obtained by the 
method of Kitasato, as applied by Behring, who success- 
fully administered the disinfectant—in this case the 
terchloride of iodine—after infection had been communi- 
cated by inoculation of the tetanus bacillus. Little as 
there is to show as yet, Professor Cash believes that with 
the introduction of disinfectants which, while having a 
high toxicity towards microbes are relatively innocuous 
towards the tissues of the higher animals, we may still 
obtaiz. a brilliant reward. Such treatment will be 


prophylactic as well as curative-—Chemist and Druggist. | a 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


In the House of Commons on Monday, December 4th. 


ANTHRAX. 

Mr. Fettowes asked the President of the Board of 
Agriculture whether anthrax had greatly siucreased 
during the last year, and whether frequently the only 
notice the owner had of an outbreak was finding an 
animal dead; and whether, seeing the importance of 
immediate notice being given of any outbreak in order 
that the carcass might be properly buried, he was pre- 
pared to fall in with the request of many chambers of 
agriculture, county councils, etc., tnat permission should 
be given to the local authorities to pay out of the local 
rates a certain sum (not exceeding £1) for the carcass 
of an animal which had died of anthrax and had been 
properly buried, and whose death had been notified to 
the proper authorities. 

Mr. H. Guavstong (for Mr. Gardner) said,—It is un- 
fortunately the case that anthrax has greatly increased 
during the present year, and, as the hon. member is aware 
the subject is one which has received considerable atten- 
tion at our hands. I have no power, however, under the 
law as it at present stands, to anthorize local authorities 

to pay even a limited amount of compensation for animals 
which have actually died of disease, and I am inclined to 
think that such a measure would be disadvantagedys 
rather than otherwise. it is of course desirable that 
outbreaks of anthrax should be promptly notitied to the 
local authorities, but owners of stock already have an 
inducemeut to notify in the fact that burial and disinfec- 
tion are performed under the direction and at the ex- 


pense of those authorities, a consideration by no means 
_ Unimportant when the character of the disease and its | to be a member of a professional body. 
liability to reappear on the same premises are borne in ‘H. Jarvis, M.RC.VS 
mind, 
:—Messrs 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


THE RS.P.C.A. 

h ld 
ough an old and ardent supporter of the ; 
I cannot help being much with the 
remarks in your paper of to-day headed “ A Charge of 
Perjury. This Society is very much indebted to mem- 
bers of the veterinary profession for the assistance it has 


upon the Bournemouth case there is no doubt that there 
have been witnesses called ‘for the defence’ occasion- 
ally who have made themselves not only ridiculous but 
even criminally guilty in the witness-box, it is however 
to be hoped that such things as these are of the past, and 
the case in point goes to prove this, and that there are 
gentlemen and high-minded men who are members of 


the veterinary profession. 


R.S.P.C.A. needs te be corrected—the Society’s inspec- 
iors take too much upon themselves—they are for the 
most part untrained men, often giving opinion on veter- 
inary subjects that they know very little about, and re- 
sponsible to no one except Mr. Colam, not always seek- 
ing the aid of a scientific opinion, and it is to be much 
regretted that the Society felt called upon to prosecute 
a member of the profession at Bournemouth who was, 
— to the opinion of the judge, acting in good 
aith. 


well to infuse a little new blood into the composition of 
its committee.—I am, sir, yours truly, 


Sir, 


Africa, I heard frequent complaints made about the com- 
petition of unqualified men. 


an expression of opinion from you, sir, and 
generally, on this mode of procedure by ove W 


ceived for many years past, and without commenting 


In my own mind I consider the present state of the 


The R.S.P.C.A. has done excellent work in the past, 
nd it is just a question now whether it would not be 


“Nor a Ver.” 


Nov. llth, 1893. 


THE V.S. IN GREATER BRITAIN. 


I beg to inform you that during my residence in South 


I consider that a remedy 


is urgently required in order that M.R.C.V.S. may be shor 

placed upon a more satisfactory footing.—Yours truly, the. 

Tuos. A. Capt A.V.D. larg 

its n 

ADVERTISING. 

ORSE PHYSIC BALLS.—Prepared from the fin- It 

est Barbadoes Aloes, safe and effectual, asso come 

strengths, at wholesale prices. Six balls 1s. 6d., or 12 tenes 
ball 2s. 9d., carriage paid.—Cowan, M.R.C.V.S., Col- ma 

of th 

Srr,—The above advertisement appeared in The 
Sussex Express ete., which has a very large circulation. 

Is there no way of preventing an individual signing An 
himself a Member of the Royal College of Vetermary in Ju 
Suryeons who adopts this unprofessional mude,of bring: 
ing his goods before the public? Can there be any Mnf 
individual gain? Can any mau maintain a respectad? ite : 
position, pay rent, rates and taxes, and live on the prices id ¢] 
quoted in this advertisement. Our clients may well say, the da 
if one man can sell at these prices why cannot they Possib 

I shall be glad to see through the pages of your papes decide 


the profession 
ho claims 


Communications, Books, AND PaPERrs RECEIVE): 


J. A. Todd, C. H. Page, E. W. Anderton. 


int lli ence of all_ matters 
= of the profession, and 
cuttings 


We shall be obliged by early 
worth bringing under the noti 
thankful to any friends who may send us 
local papers, containing facts of interest. silinii 

Original articles and reports should be wriite oa 
side only of the paper, and authenticated by the oor 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for are F 
Communications for the Editor to be addressed 
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